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Concierge paper for walking in the city of Kyoto today.
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~~ The Four Symbols and Seven Lucky Gods
Guardians of the Clty of Kyoto~

With a history of over a thousand years, the land of Kyoto has a strong connection with various gods worshipped in

~ hundreds of temples and shrines. Especially famous among them are the Four Symbols that guard the four sides of
"%(,l’ the capital, and the Seven Lucky Gods who are believed to have originated in Kyoto. Get in touch with sacred energy
by visi ng these spiritual sites and once you discover how these beliefs are a part of local life, you might find yourself
even more in love with this ancient city.
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Commonly referred to as Matsugasaki no 4 X
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Kamowakelkazuchl—pnja f»m-'f""’—“fﬂ
Shrine

known as the Kamigamo Shrine, it is one of the
torical shrines in Kyoto and protects the cit
northern direction along with the Black Tortoise of %n. Four
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Just as the Azure Dragon of the Four Symbols guards the sastern direction

of Kyato city,the Yasaka Shrine, or locally revered as Gion-san, also offers
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Kodo Gyogan-ji
Temple

This shrine is one of the top three shrines in Japan that
sorships Ebisu, the god of fishery and commerce and a
member of the Ser Lucky Gods. It is believed to be

this shrine’s original approach of appreciating the deity
by incorporating bamboo branches, which later became
a'common item to use o nm‘d\nplnm The second torii
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temple enshrines Jurdjin, the god of longev
as .J’c rest of the Seven Lucky Gods, The
main hall .ﬂ\d the bell tower are registered  [E] E|
ultural properties of Kyoto
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Manpuku-ji Temple

1t is the head lz-n\ls](- nr the Japanese Obaku Zen sect. Hotei was a

monk in ancis who was believed to be an incarnation of
Bodhisattva Mm)Lu Thx temple enshrines a golden Hotei, who is

To-ji Temple

One of Kyatos top highlights, the temple is

World Heritage Site and is famous f y pagoda,

. 3 Japan's finest wooden rchitecture. lhc mbmu Bishamonten

M t T Sh statue (national treasure), which was originally stored inside the .
atsunoo-taisya rime Sccond floor of the famous Rashomon, may be scen during the
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Along with the White Tiger of the Four Symbols, this shrine is one of Kyoto's every spring and fall. Mini stationery papers with  [El{8[E
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oldest shrines and protects the western direction of Kyoto. Known for the :I'ut?::-u Bis| am('ml(‘_n -ltuq-.\tw%j« dPaLtlml ~hopd [ protection for the city whm “P , or present-da M&fml‘nﬁti::f;:;ﬁlm‘a‘g;?rl\-"r e to bring in
sacred well called Kamenoi for its spring water with restorative properties, the Shons B uts amay on Kasearamachl Sange, o & new capital in ancient Japa t garden is full HarR plants and f;‘,m enjoy a vegelatarian meal I the precincts
shrine is worshipped among sake producers. The three must-see wooden EEE bus stop on Kyoto City Bus 205 = flowers associated with e T-ﬁlt of Genj,entertaining the gty on only). Fortune-telling figurines of Hotei are
S ] toe) Ensiite thia Shi e T P ¥ Their unique octagonal talisman for directional protection is a popu atso offered, Tha temple 1 located about 40 minut
LT RUESIE & ¥ i e b e e et away from Keihan Sanjo station on the Keihan Railway.

believed to be the oldest of their kind in Japan. The shrine is located about 20 E . on the Karasuma Subway Line (via Karasuma Oike station on the Tozai
minutes away from Kyoto Kawaramachi station on the Hankyu Railway. way Line from Kyoto Shiyakusho-mae station).
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